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by Michael and Diane Porter

AAllwwaayyss  wwiitthh  yyoouu

Have you ever been out birding
and wished you brought your
scope? Just down the shore of
the lake there may be a lifebird,
but your 8x or 10x binoculars
can't quite make out its ID.

Meet the new Celestron
Hummingbird 7-22x50 ED
Micro Spotting Scope, a tiny
scope that will fit easily in a
cargo pocket.

It zooms to a maximum of 22
power, more than enough to
reach out and make that ID.
Many birders find most of the
time they use their 20-60x
scope at 20 power anyway.

The Hummingbird also zooms
down to 7 power. At that
magnification, you can easily
hand hold it. It has an angled
eyepiece, which means you can look up high in a tree for a long time without getting warbler neck.

JJuusstt  hhooww  ssmmaallll  iiss  iitt??

The 7-22x Hummingbird scope weighs just 19 ounces, less than many binoculars. It's under 8 iches long
and easily fits in a cargo pocket. It even fit in Michael's loose jeans pocket. But it delivers sharp images
for its size and weight.
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BBuutt  ddoonn''tt  II  ssttiillll  nneeeedd  aa  ttrriippoodd  ttoo  uussee  iitt  aatt  2222  ppoowweerr??

Yes. That's why we include the Manfroto Pixi Pocket Tripod. It
attaches in seconds. Set it up on a rock, a log, or a park bench, for
long, steady comfortable viewing at higher powers.

The legs on the Pixi fold together and make a comfortable handle for
hand holding. With the scope supported this way, its image is
steadier than with a binocular.

OOppttiiccss

The Hummingbird has ED glass. It's made by Celestron, one of the top names in astronomical optics.
It has a big, easy-to-use eyepiece and a relatively wide field of view. It works fine with glasses.

Of course, a scope this small cannot be expected to out perform a high-end, full-sized scope (like the one
you left home). But it has good resolution and provides an excellent viewing experience.

When you zoom in or out, you will have to re-focus, as is true to some extent with many
scopes. However, if having it with you means you are able to identify a bird, you probably will be willing
to do that.

SSiizzee  ccoommppaarriissoonn
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Here you see the size of the Hummingbird (left) compared to two other small 50mm scopes, the Nikon
Fieldscope ED50, and the Vortex Razor 50mm. If you want something that you can stick in a pocket, the
Celestron Hummingbird is the champ.

AAffffoorrddaabbiilliittyy

At $319.95, the Hummingbird is affordable. Even if you already own a good scope, this micro scope plus
the Pixi will fill a missing gap in your toolkit, without breaking the bank. It can also double as a loaner
optic for a friend to carry who hasn't got a binocular.

MMiiccrroo  ssccooppee  ssppeecciifificcaattiioonnss

Magnification: 7 to 22 power
Objective lens diameter: 50mm
Body style: Angled
Eye relief: 15mm
Close focus (minimum distance): 10 feet
Field of view at 7x: 266 ft. @ 10000 yds.
Field of view at 22x: 117 ft. @ 10000 yds.
Close focus: 10 ft.
Weight: 19 ounces
Waterproof: Yes
Nitrogen filled: Yes
Color: Black

PPoocckkeett  ttrriippoodd  ssppeecciifificcaattiioonnss

Material: Aluminum, technopolymer
Leg type: Single unit
Leg angles: 45 degrees
Lateral tilt: -35 to + 35 degrees
Front tilt: -35 to + 35 degrees
Panoramic rotation: 360 degrees
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Closed length: 7.09 in.
Height: 5.12 in.
Capacity: Supports up to 2.2 lb
Weight: 6.7 oz.
Feet: Rubber
Color: Black

OOvveerraallll  iimmpprreessssiioonn

This is the smallest good 50mm scope we have ever seen. We think it fills a real need and that many
birders will enjoy it.

    

  BBiirrddwwaattcchhiinngg  DDoott  CCoomm
Please call us toll free 800-779-7256 for advice on choosing scopes or other birding products.

FAX 641-472-7256
Email: dporter@lisco.com

Birdwatching Dot Com Store
2197 236th Blvd.

Fairfield, IA 52556
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